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Her Majeſty's Attorney General, at 
the Relation of the Maſter and | 
Wardens of the Company of Mer- The Mayor, Bayliffs, 
chant Taylors, London ; on! Appell. and Commonalty of R eſp ond's 


the behalf * the Inhabitants of the City of Coven- 
Coventry, Northampton, Lei- try, | 
ceſter, Nottingham and War- 

wick, l 


TheCASE of the Reſpondents. 


| ING HENRY VIII. for 13784. 105. 64. paid by the Mayor, 2 July, 34 Hen. 8, 
Bayliffs, and Commonalty of the City of Coventry, Granted divers of > mar > a 
the then late diſſolved Priory Lands, in and near the ſaid City of Co- try. 

| ventry, to them and their Succeſſors for ever, under the Yearly Rent 

of 71. 135. 24, reſerved to the Crown. 5 

The Charges of Paſſing this Grant came to 99 l. cos. 10 d. So that the Con- 

ſideration- Money, and theſe Charges amounted to 1477 J. 115. ö. © | 
Towards which, it appears by their Books, that the City of Coventry Receiy'd _ Te cin paid the Purchaſes 

1000 J. of Mr. White, (afterwards Sir Thomas White) and the reſt they Raiſed by * 
ys out of the Common Box, a Gold-Ring and Goods by them Pawn'd or 

Old, CC. | | . | | 

The faid City Received the Rents and Profits, from the time of the Purchaſe, to An Received the Revs: 

the time of making the Indentures, or Articles following, being about 9 Years. © 
Indentures (commonly called the Articles) were made between the City of © July, 5 Edu. © 

Coventry, and the Merchant Taylors of London, which Recite, That whereas the 

{aid Mayor, Bayliffs, and Commonalty, bad Parchaſedand Bought to them and their 

Succeſſors for ever, of King HenryVTLII. certain Lands, &c. being of the clear Yearly 

Value of 70/7. or thereabouts, (as by the Particularsin the Schedule Annexed ap- 

peared) which Purchaſe was ſo made, and had by the only Procurement, Aid, 

and Help of Mr. White, minding thereby to Relieve and Preferr the Com- 

mon-Wealth of the faid City of Coventry, being in great Ruine and Decay; and 

further Recite, That the ſaid Mr. White of his Goodneſs, had Given and Paid 

to the ſaid Mayor, and to his Brethren the Aldermen there, for the ſaid Purchaſe 

to be obtained, the Summ of 1400 J. In conſideration whereof, the ſaid Mayor, 

Bayliffs and Commonalty, at the Requeſt and Mediation of certain Friends of the 

ſaid Mr. White, do Covenant with the Merchant Taylors and their Succeſſors ; 

That they the ſaid Mayor, Bay liffs, and Commonalty and their Succeſſors for | 

ever, ſhall immediately after the Deceaſe of the ſaid Mr. White, Yearly Give, Ile Corporation of Cc: 

Imploy, Diſpoſe, Diſtribute, Pay, and Deliver Of the Iſſues, Revenues, Rents gh D poems — 

and Profits of the ſaid Lands and Tenements, the Summ of 70 J. per Annum, as Prout, 

followeth, vis. 24 l. per Aunum, to 12 Poor Men of Coventry for ever; 40 l. per 

Annum in Loan to Young Men of Coventry, to be lent for g Years, and then to 

be put out again to other Young Men of Coventry for 9 Years ; and ſo from 9 

Years to 9 Years for ever: And this Payment of 4ol. per Annum in Loan to 

Coventry, to continue for 41 Years before the other Corporations (after mention- 

ed) have any of it; and in the Second Year after the Expiration of 40 Years, 

then 40 J. to be lent to 4 Young Men of Northampton; and the third Year to 4 

Young Men of Leiceſter, and then to Nottingham, and then to Warwick ſucceſ- 

ſively; and ſo Circularly to Coventry, Northampton, Leiceſter, Nottingham, and 

Warwick, untill 100 Years from the Death of Mr. White be Expired; and after 

that, the whole 40 J. to be lent to one Young Man of each Town in their turns; 

and to Circulate through the {aid five Towns, and to be put out for 9 Years, 

and from 9 Years to 9 Years for ever. The remaining 64. of the ſaid 70 J. to 

be paid Yearly, viz. 205. to the Merchant Taylors; 65. 8 d. a- piece to the 

Mayor, Recorder, and 10 Aldermen of Coventry, to ſee the Charity performed, 

and 20s. to the Town-Clerk, for making Entries thereof. | ns 
The City of Coventry gave a Bond to the Merchant Taylors in 40004. to per- 4nd give Bond for Fes. 

form theſe Articles, and are ſubject by their Covenants to other Penalties for any 19477 of Covenants: 

Neglect, in diſpoſing the 707. per Aunum, as aforeſaid. 
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By theſe Articles, and ſome Letters of Sir Thomas White, it appears that he freely 
gave the ſaid City the Money they had from him; but it does not certainly appear 
how the 1000 J. he gave them at the time of the Purchaſe, was afterwards made 
up 14004, whether he paid them 400 l. more, or whether it was done ſome 
other way, 
7 Norem. 2 Eliz. The faid City, for a conſiderable Sum of Money paid them by Sir Tho. White, 
e * Granted 400. per Annum for ever, out of all their Mannors, Lands, and Tene- 
College Oxon,” -- © ments to St. Johz's College Oxon. EE 
In 1556, Sir Thomas White died, but ſometime before his Death, he made it his Re- 
IE WIG 2 queſt to the City of Coventry, both by his Letters and by his Will, that they would 
1 Cs as. 1 Yo life, let his Wife have for her life, 46 J. per Annum; and to induce them to it, he 
| tells them how kind he had been to them, taking Notice that the Rents of this 
Eſtate, were ſince the Purchaſe improved in a manner doable; and after his De- 
ceaſe, the Lady YVVhzte, and Sir VVilliam Cordell, Maſter of the Rolls, (one of Sir 
Thomas's Executors), wrote to them to the fame Effect; and that the Merchant 
The City Excuſe themſelves. Taylors would conſent to it; but the City Excuſed themſelves therein, and did 
not comply in that matter. 

Upon ſome Complaint that had been made to the Lord Chief Juſtice Hobart, 
and Mr. Baron Bromley, then Judges of Aſſize for that Circuit, as if the Charity 
had not been diſpoſed as it ought to be; The Merchant Taylors certified in Wri- 

ning, that they had viſited the Town of Coventry ſeveral times, and had ſeen the 

The Merchant Taylers Books of Accompts, and found Sir Thomas VVhite's Gift was Honeſtly and ſuffici- 

6 oneſtty diſcharged, ent diſcharged by the Mayor and Aldermen; tho? it appeared by the Books at 

SA that time, that the Rents were conſiderably Increaſed, and that only the ol. per Au- 
num, and no more, was applied to the Uſes in the Articles, and ſo much always ſince 
to this time hath been Punctually applied to thoſe Uſes, only the 4 Corporations 
which now Complain have not, for 4 or 5 Years now laſt paſt, thought fit to 
Accept or Call for their 40 l. per Aunum. 

The City of Coventry hath quietly Received the Rents, and enjched the Eſtate, 
out of which the 70 l. per Annum is payable) for 156 Years. 

But of late, Pretences have been made on the behalf of the Relators againſt the 
City of Coventry, as if they were not the Owners of this Eſtate, but only Truſtees 
thereof for the ſaid Relators; and that they ought not only to Anſwer the ſaid 
70 l. per Aunum out of the Profits, as they have always done; but that all the reſt 

of the Profits of the ſaid Eſtate, ought to be applyed to the ſame Purpoſes. 
© Objett, 1. It has been pretended, That Sir Thomas White was the purchaſer of theſe 

That Sir Thomas White Lands, and therefore it was in Truſt for him. 

e It's plain, that the Conveyance of the Inheritance, was made to the City of 
Part of the Money was Coventry, and near a third part of the Purchaſe- money was at firſt paid by them 

eee . out of their Own Eſtate; and Sir Thomas White gave them the reſt ; and if he had 

PE OI given them the whole, the Money was by ſuch his bounty, become their Own 

property, orotherwiſe, it could not be ſaid to be given; and conſequently the pur- 
chaſe was to their Own V/e. 
bbjeck. 2. It's pretended, That the Lands being but about 70 /. per Aunum clear, at the 
The Rents ar, fr time of making the Articles, and So much being appointed to the Uſes therein 
_— pail, he to have Specified ; It was intended that all the after Improvements, ſhould go in Aug- 
the Advantage in Proportion. mentation of thoſe Uſes : And fo the four Corporations of Northampton, Leiceſter, 
Nottingham, and Warwick, (who have each of them had eight or nine hundred 
Pounds already out of the 70 l. per Annum) ſhould Share with Coventry in the 
Surplus of the Eſtate. | ; 
Anſwer. I. The Lands themſebves were never ſettled to theſe Uſes, only the City of Co- 
The Lands are not ſettled entry have Covenanted to apply 701. per Annum, of the Rents and Profits of this 
to any Uſes: Eſtate unto theſe purpoſes, and therefore not like the Caſes, where Lands them- 
ſelves have been ſettled to Charitable Uſes; and therefore the whole Profits as 
the Rents and Value of ſuch Lands have afterwards increa ſed, have been ap- 
plied to ſuch Uſes. | 
II. The Sums payable out of the Eſtate are Limited and Certain, and the ſame 

Sums are appointed to have Continuance, and be paid for ever, and therefore 

| ought not to be increaſed. 3 N 
The Payments did wot take III. Theſe Payments were not to begin, till after the Deceaſe of Sir Thomas White, 

Place till after the Improve- and before his Deceaſe the Lands were improved, and the Rents in a manner 

_ Double, as he himſelf took notice as aforeſaid ; So that the whole Profits, when 

the Annual Payments firſt took Place, were not applied to thoſe Uſes, and yet 
never till aom lately complained of, or thought by any one to be 8 | 
Money 


Ju 1618. 


The Payments are limited. 
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IV. Money when the purchaſe was made being at 10“ per Cent, and the Times le Lands were bought «: 
unſettled, the ſaid City would never have Sold het 3 buy Land at above hee 
40 Tears purchaſe (for at that Rate, including the Charges of the Grant, they bought 
theſe Lands) unleſs they had had at the time of the Purchaſe, a certain proſpect 
of an Advantage to themſelves, by the Increaſe of the Rents, &c. which fol- 
lowed accordingly. 3 3 | SY 
n V. That as Matters ſtood betwixt Sir Thomas White and the City of Coventry, Tie 30 1. a Yew ſettled as 
it appears that he was fo far from being Owner of the Eſtate, that there needed“ Mediation of Friends. 
the Mediation of his Friends to obtain the 70. per annum. | 

VT. That when that came to be done, the Title was taken to be ſo fully in the 
ſaid City, That Sir Thomas White is not ſo much as 4 party to the Articles, nor did 57 Tho. White not a Par 
he Joyn in the Settlement of it, or ſo much as declare his Conſent thereunto. * 

VII. That if he had had any Power or Right to the Surplus, it would at ſome 
time have been Claimed by him, and he needed not to have Purchaſed of them 40 I. i euer 1m-1 Shs 
per Aunum for St. John's Collage; or have beſought them to Grant the Annuity to io the Surplus. ah 
his Wife, but might have provided for her out of the Surplus of this Eſtate, which 
then appeared to be ſufficient. 5 

VIII. That Sir. Thomas White's regard for the other four Corporations, was # 644.4 ſpecial Regard 0 
but ſmall in Compariſon of Coventry, tor his deſign in procuring them the Pur- OP of OI 
chaſe, was, To relieve and prefer the Common Wealth of the City of Coventry, and 
even in the Settlement of the 70/7. per Annum, 29 l. per Ann um is oy for ever in Co- 
ventry, and the gol. Loan Money, continued - wk for 41 Years from Sir Thomas's 
Death; and ſince then Coventry hath had and for ever is to have it every 5th Year, as 
the four Corporations have it likewiſe in their turns. | | 

Another pretence has been. grounded upon the Stile or Title of ſome Ac- objet. 32 
compts in the Books of the City of Coventry, wherein the Lands are called Sir Tho- Tbeſe have been called Sir 
mas White's Lands. | 3s Tho. White 's Lands, 
This Stile or Title is to diſtinguiſh theſe from other Lands, and the ſaid City Anſwer, 
had other Lands beſides theſe, as doth appear in the ſame Books. Po diſtinguiſb ibem. 

All theſe Pretences having been fully heard and debated, before the Right Ho- Pecee by Lord Keeper; 
nourable the Lord Kyeper, aſſiſted by the Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, Mr. Juſtice te 6ythree Fudge. 
Powell, and Mr. Juſtice Blexcowe, who after time taken to inſpect the Evidences, | 
all concurred with his Lordſhip, that the Relators ought not to be Relieved, his December, 

Lordſhip therefore decreedthe Information ſhould be diſmiſſed. 1700. 
A great Clamout has been made, as if no Accompts were kept of this Eſtate, 
and as if the Surplus of the profits thereof was imbezelledand Spent in Corporation 
Treats, &c. which is altogether untrue; for it appears by the Accompts and Proofs | 
that the Surplus of this Eſtate, has been always applied to Laudable, Charitable e the Inprovement of 
and Neceſſary Uſes, as the Augmentation of the two Miniſters maintenance; the theſe Landi is applied. 
payment of 40 J. per Annum to St. Jahn's College; the making good the Deficiences 
and Loſſes in divers other Charities, the Repairs of Publict Buildings; the Support 
of poor Widows, the payment of Servants and Officers Wages, and neceſſary Char- 
ges of the Goverument of the Corporation; and theſe things with other conſtant 
and uſual Payments, with Intereſt for about 2000. (which the ſaid City owes) 
and Taxes, come to near as much as all their Receipts. f : | 

And the ſaid Lands, at the Purchaſe thereof, being deſigned by all parties for 
the Common-weal of the ſaid City of Coventry, and imployed upon publick Ac- 
counts of the ſaid Town; It is humbly conceived to be applyed, according to 
the firſt intention of the Purchaſe of the ſaid Lands, the particular Charities, 
having been conſtantly performed. 


And therefore it is humbly hoped the Appeal ſhall be diſmiſs'dwith Coſts. 
T. POW TS 
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THE 
ArTORN EY GeNneraAt, 
At the Relation of 


The Merchant Taylors, Oe. 


APPELLANT. 


1-H E 


City of COVENTRY 


RESPONDENTS. 


The CASE of the 
RESPONDENTS. 


| To be heard the of February, 


